Family Worship Workshop:
How to lead God-centered devotions in your home.

Session #7: What is the history of family worship?

Early Church: Read quote from Coleman on page 9 of Family Worship.

· In your lifestyle what would you have to “exchange” to have that type of devotions? _________________________________________________

Catholic Period: There was an increasing distinction between clergy and laity.

· How might this have affected the practice of family devotions? ___________________________________________________________

Protestant Reformation: As Christians re-discover the Bible the practice of family worship was reborn. The Westminster Assembly in 1647 directed that any husband or father who refused this duty should be excommunicated.

Baptists: The most influential statement of Baptist belief was the Second London Confession of 1689. It prescribes that, “God is to be worshipped everywhere in spirit and truth; as in private families daily, and in secret each on by himself.”

· Why do you think Baptists “relaxed” their standards on this issue? ___________________________________________________________

· How might the decline of family worship relate to the decline of biblical literacy? Or the decline of Christianity in our culture?
___________________________________________________________

Debriefing Assignment #6: When & where did you have family devotions? How did you children react? What were some challenges you encountered?
How-To Principal #7: Same – time, same – place: The power of routine.
Almost every activity we value we somehow build into a routine. Brushing your teeth, going to work, mowing the yard, eating, and paying bills. Being consistent is essential to success in establishing family devotions. 

Assignment #7: Practice READ – PRAY – SING. Discuss as a family how devotions can become a part of your routine. Decide on a “when” and “where.” Be prepared to report back to the class.
